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CARE
• This presentation may impact each of us in a unique way
• Please care for yourself during our time together
• If you need addition support, there are resources on your handout



Pr e se nt a t ion 
Obje c t ive s

Le a r n t he  f a c t s

Why don’t  w e  t a ke  a c t ion in 
s c hools  t o  p r ot e c t  c hild r e n?

Wha t  c a n s c hools  do t o  c r e a t e  
s a f e r  e nvir onme nt s  a nd  he a lt hy 
r e la t ions hips ?

Ne xt  s t e ps - how  c a n you t a ke  
a c t ion?
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De f init ion
Child  se xua l a buse  r e f e r s  t o  t he  
involve me nt  of  a  c hild  (pe r son le s s  
t ha n 18  ye a r s  o ld ) in s e xua l a c t ivit y 
t ha t  viola t e s  t he  la w s  or  soc ia l 
t a boos  of  soc ie t y a nd  t ha t  
he /she /t he y:

• doe s  not  f ully c ompr e he nd
• doe s  not  c onse nt  t o  or  is  una b le  

t o  g ive  inf or me d  c onse nt  t o , or
• is  not  de ve lopme nt a lly p r e pa r e d  

f or  a nd  c a nnot  g ive  c onse nt  t o

cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childsexualabuse/fastfact.html



The  Is sue

One in 10 children will be 
se xua lly a buse d  be fore  
t he ir  18t h b ir t hda y.

Dow ning e t  a l., 20 20  & De pt  of  He a lt h a nd  Huma n Se r vic e s  
20 20



Child USA Factsheet, "Delayed Disclosure", March 2020
h t t p s :/ /ch ild usa .o rg/wp -con t e n t /up load s /20 20 /0 4/De laye d -Disc losure -Fac t she e t -20 20 .p d f 



The  
Fa c t s
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Adolescent girls are at the 
highest risk

Short- and long-term physical, mental, 
and emotional health consequences

Increase in risk for experiencing 
violence later in life





This  inc lud e s ...
• Up t o  10 %  of  c hild r e n a r e  vic t imize d  in e duc a t iona l 

s e t t ings  (Sha ke sha f t ,20 0 4)

• Appr oxima t e ly 1%  of  r e sponde nt s  r e por t e d  CSA 
e xpe r ie nc e d  in t he  c ont e xt  of  Yout h Se r ving  
Or ga niza t ions . (Sha t t uc k, Finke lhor , Tur ne r , & 
Ha mby, 20 16 ).

• Mor e  t ha n 70 %  of  c hild r e n w ho a r e  s e xua lly a buse d  
a r e  a buse d  by a  pe e r . (Ge r w ir t z-Me yde n & 
Finkle hor , 20 20 )



Charol Shakeshaft PHD, Virginia Commonwealth 
Univ., Te d X Yout h@RVA, Nove m b e r 20 20



We don't know what we are 
se e ing- bounda ry viola t ions

Be lie f - It  doe sn't  ha ppe n 
he re /We  a re  a ll good pe ople

It s  not  t ha t  ba d
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Why don't  
we act  to 
protect  
children? 



Ad ult  
Re s p o ns ib ilit y

Fr om c hild  ne e d ing  t o  p r ot e c t  
t he mse lve s  t o

There is no other health issue in our history 
that  we have asked children to cure or solve 

on their own.



Clear Policies and 
Proc e dure s- Code s  of  
Conduc t

Tra ining/Empowe rme nt -
Ide nt ifying bounda ry 
viola t ions  a nd be ing a c t ive  
bys t a nde r

Educ a t ion on t he  ha rm of  
c hild  se xua l a buse
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What 
can
we do?

Ce nt e r  f or  Dise a se  Cont r o l a nd  Pr e ve nt ion, "Pr e ve nt ing  Child  Se xua l Abuse  Wit hin Yout h-se r ving Or ga niza t ions : Ge t t ing  St a r t e d  on Polic ie s  a nd  Pr oc e dur e s " (20 0 7)
J ohns  Hopkins  Bloombe r g  Sc hool of  Pub lic  He a lt h, "Pr e ve nt ing  a nd  Addr e s s ing  Child  Se xua l Abuse  in Yout h Se r ving Or ga niza t ions A De sk Guide  f or  Or ga niza t iona l Le a de r s " (20 21)



Aw a r e ne s s  
t o  Ac t ion

Missour ii



This program has been adapted 
from "Awareness to Action" 
developed by Children’s 
Wisconsin and the Child Abuse 
and Neglect  Prevention Board'.
Missouri KidsFirst  and MOCSA 
thank these partners for their 
collaboration and support!

Aw a r e ne ss  t o  Ac t ion (A2A) a nd  it ’s  t r a ining  ma t e r ia ls  a r e  
c opyr ight e d  by Child r e n’s  Wisc ons in a nd /or  by ot he r  

a pp lic a b le  r ight s  holde r s . Use  of  t he  ma t e r ia ls  by 
Mis sour i Kids  Fir s t , MOCSA a nd  t he ir  de s igne e s  is  done  

w it h pe r mis s ion. Any ot he r  use  of  t he  ma t e r ia ls  is  s t r ic t ly 
p r ohib it e d  w it hout  p r ior  w r it t e n pe r mis s ion a nd  t he  

pe r mis s ion of  t he  a pp lic a b le  r ight s  holde r (s ).



What?
A roadmap for organizations who value child safety and wellbeing 

How?
• 3 hour workshop and 6 month collaborative period 
• movement towards best  practices and systems that  prevent child sexual abuse

Who?
• any organization that  works with children and adolescents
• 2 or more part icipants from each organization are needed to commit to the 6 

month process and need to have access to decion makers to enact  change
• organization must complete a pre- and post- organizational assessment



is ...
• A look a t  t he  "WHYS" be hind  our  polic ie s , p r oc e dur e s  a nd  

pr e ve nt ion e f f or t s
• An oppor t unit y t o  c r e a t e  a n or ga niza t iona l c ult ur e  t ha t  

c e nt e r s  c hild  s a f e t y a nd  w e lf a r e
• An oppor t unit y t o  w or k w it h o t he r  like -minde d  

or ga niza t ions  t o  s ha r e  e xpe r ie nc e  a nd  r e s our c e s



Pra ct ice  # 1 Sc r e e ning  a nd  Se le c t ing  Employe e s  a nd  Volunt e e r s
Pra c t ice  # 2 Guide line s  f or  Int e r a c t ions  Be t w e e n Ind ividua ls
Pra c t ice  # 3 Monit or ing  Be ha vior
Pra c t ice  # 4 Ensur ing  Sa f e  Envir onme nt s
Pra c t ice  # 5 Re sponding  t o  ina ppr opr ia t e  be ha vior , b r e a c he s  in

polic y, a nd  a lle ga t ions  a nd  susp ic ions  of  a buse
Pra c t ice  # 6 Tr a ining  a bout  s e xua l a buse  p r e ve nt ion f or   

e mploye e s  a nd  volunt e e r s

A2A Roa dma p



Af t e r  t he  
w or kshop

2 weeks after - We  will re a c h out  
t o  se e  how your  a c t ion p la n is  
sha ping up!
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0 3 6  mont hs - Fina l wra p  up!  How 
ha s  your  orga niza t ion c re a t e d  
sa fe r  e nvironme nt s  for  c hildre n?

3  mont hs - Group c he c k in-
provide  re sourc e s  a nd  suppor t !



Tr a ining

D2l.or g



Tr a ining
• Fr e e
• Vir t ua l 

Ma nda t e  Re por t e r  Tr a ining

p r o t e c t mokids .c om



One Simple Act

• Talk to another adult at your 
school about this presentation

• Get comfortable about talking 
about healthy sexual 
development and child sexual 
abuse prevention

• Think about how you can make 
one situation safer



J e nny Dodson-We ihl, J D 
Prevention Consultant

Missouri KidsFirst
most ewa r ds@missour ikidsf ir s t .or g missourikidsfirst.org

To r e por t  a bus e  in Mis s our i c a ll  1-8 0 0 -3 9 2-3 73 8
If  a  c hild  is  in imme d ia t e  da nge r  c a ll 9 11
• You a r e  not  r e quir e d  t o  p r ovide  p r oof . Anyone  w ho ma ke s  a  good  

f a it h r e por t  ba s e d  on r e a s ona ble  gr ounds  is  immune  f r om 
pr os e c ut ion.

He lp /c r is is  line s  if  you or  s ome one  you  know  ne e ds  s uppor t :
• Da r kne s s  t o  Light  1-86 6 -FOR-LIGHT (86 6 -36 7-5444)                    

• Cr is is  Te xt line : Te xt  “LIGHT” t o  741741
• RAINN Na t iona l Se xua l As s a ult  Hot line   1-80 0 -6 56 -HOPE
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